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Bebald bow good and pleaſant a Thing it is, for 
Brethren to dwell together in Unity. 


HEN Chriſtianity firſt began to appear 
in the World, Unity, and Peace, and 
Love, Were the Principles that recom- 
mended it in the Lives of its Profeſſors, 

* render d it as Amiable, as it was Profitable to Man- 

kind. But when Men brought their Luſts and Paſſions 

into the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and a Self-Intereft 
was diſcover'd in the Warmth of Dif ute, it could not 
be&help'd, but that the World muſt ſoon be filled with, 

Diviſions and Animoſities, and Quarrels ariſe betwixt 

A 2 Perſons 


S 
Perſons of meer Deſign and Intrigue, and thoſe who 
were Zealous for Truth, and made up of a better 
Temper: . 

For, it being incident both to the One and the 
Other, as well to Perſons of Diſcontented Spirits, as 
the Real Patrons of Truth and Peace, to Preface all 
their Actions witha pretence of Zeal for publick Tran- 
quillitx; en being naturally inclin'd to meditate 
theirgwn Defence, and the Juſtification of their different 
Sentiments, they uſually ye, thay the moſt Compen- 
dious Way to it, is to weaken the Reputatton of thoſe 
who differ from them; which muſt needs create on 
both Sides the horteſt Jealouſie, the moſt ſiniſter Inter- 
pretation of each others Actions, and give Birth to 
Leagues and Parties, which are the Bane of all Socie- 
ty, and beget ſuch Bre and ill natur'd Principles, as 
utterly ſuffocate thoſe Breathings of Charity, which the 
Primitive Ages were ſo eminent for. 

Let the Foundations of any Government be never 
ſo ſtrongly and firmly laid; be it's Conſtitution never 
{o — By builtf6n che wiſeſt Maxims, guided by 
the moſt prudent Coùnſels, and ſupported by the moſt 
wholeſome Laws; yet if the Diſturbance and Inteſtine 
Diſſentions, raiſed by the Cunning and Artifice of 
Reſtleſs and Self deſigning Men, be not timely and 
prudently ſtop'd, they will ſoon 'overthrow its proſpe- 
ros and Rouriſhing State, and produce Miſchiefs of the 
laſt Importance.-: os 4 Ee PRO | 

Though the Church of Chriſt, which is purely a Spi- 
ritual Kingdom, be eſtabliſh'd upon the Immoveable 
Rock of Eternal Truth and Goodneſs, and againſt 
which, as ſuch,” the Gates of Hell hall never prevail, 
yer our Blefled Saviour and all his Apoſtleg bens 


lels th 


| hy 
urle 
ſent P 
him, a 
to hin 
Her 
ration 


b 


(5) 
eeds Enmity and Contention ; and that in all Matters 


Debate and Controverſie, they {till have a Regard 
that Love and peaceable Diſpoſition, which is the 


Defence, as well as Ornament of Religion, is profirable as 

ell as pleaſant to behold, and to which, in both theſe 
Reſpects, the Pſalmiſt may very properly be ſaid, 
moſt parhetically to exhort, and encourage our Pra- 
Rice, in the Words of his Triumphant Song; Behold, 
bo good and pleaſant a T bing it is, for Brethren to dwell to- 
get ber in Unity. 4 | 
This Pſalm, as the general Opinion is, was Compo- 
ſed by David, upon his being Crowned King of 1/rael, 
by the Concurrence of the Ten Tribes at Hebron, (2 Sam. 
V z.) as about two Years and an half before he had by 
two Tribes been made King of Jadab. (2 Sam. ii. 4.) 
There was now an unanimous Conſent and Agreement 
amongſt all the Tribes, to ſet up, and obey David as 
their King, and after near three Years Diviſions and 
Party-Combats, concerning the Succeſſion to the Few- 
Throne in the Houſe of Saul, he being Dead, and 
s Family rejected by God, both thoſe who had ſo 
long appeared for the Houle of Saul, and ſtrove to 
maintain the Hereditary Right of Succeſſion in his Fa- 
mily, and thoſe who juſtly maintained the Divine De- 
fignation of David to the Throne, do now mutual- 


Rds. laying aſide all former State-Quarrels 


Animoſities, to unite in the ſame common In- 
tereſt and Concern for Publick Safety, under David 
their King; who riſing up the great Deliverer of the 
Fewiſh Church and State, from the extremeſt Oppreſſi· 
gn, both in their Religious and Civil Rights, nothing 
lels than a Crown was thought an equal Reward for ſo. 
AI a Merit: Neither was the Ju, Divinum of Sauls 

ile ever put in as a Bar, to the more deſerving: pre- 
lent Poſſeſſor; but the ſame Providence watched over 
him, and by its Miniſters required the ſame Allegiance 
him, as tothe former Poftefſor of the Fewiſa Crown. 
Hereupon the Royal P/almiſ in a rapturous Admi- 
tion of that Unity and Concord, which now Cement- 


(6) 
ed all the late Contending Tribes of 1/rael about thei; I. B 
Government, Compoſed this Pſalm, wherein he rr. P 
commends to them, and all ſucceeding Societies of al 
Men, Peace and Unanimity, as the beſt Expedient to II.! 
render themſelves Happy, and defeat the Deſigns an! ſe 
Attempts of their Enemies. Bebold, ſays he, bow gui III. 
and pleaſant a Thing it is, for Brethren to duel together m 1 
Unity. | „ 
I need not waſte time in ſetting forth the Advant.. 01 
ges of Peace and Union, fince our own imprudent 
Diviſions, both in Church and State, muſt needs hav: I. Fi 
made us ſenſible of them in the Want thereof, and open the Pſ- 
ro our View a melancholly Scene of Things, whilſ able. / 
we behold thoſe who worſhip the ſame God and com. ing of 
mon Saviour, and purſue the ſame great End and De. depſtoc 
ſigns of Religion, oppoſing, reviling, and ſeparating ag, 
from each other, and acting the Parts of moſt inyere. Wa 
rate Enemies; as if Friendſhip and good Will were "f, 
Duties of no Moment, and Men could not expreſs thei: nf 1 ö 
Love to God more effectually, than by their Hatred ro rf 
their Neighbour. I ſhall therefore lay down theſe two MN W. 
Propoſitions, as comprized within the Compaſs and MMgm 
Meaning of the Words. av! 
«ITT. being « 


1. 8 — bop =, pions r its Members, "pp 
is the only thing that can preferve any Societ 3 „ 
from Ruine. 7 . | 7 i FF 
II. That tis the Duty of every one, in his reſpective ſolutel 
Place, or Calling, to endeavour to promote the But 
Peace and Happineſs of that Society, to which n an 
he belongs. . NMperell 
e eve 
Which Propoſitions having ſo cloſe a Connexion pich 
with and Dependance on each other, I ſhall not con- H 
ſider them ſeparately and apart, but both together, 537 8; 


not doubting but their Force and Evidence will appear, © ane 
by handling them in this following Method. : 3 
| 1 By that is, 


(+) 


thei: I. B ſhewing what that Unity is, which the Royal 
> re Plalmiſt here recommends as pleaſant and profit- 
5 of able. a 
10 . 211. By propoſing ſome Means or Expedients, for the 
; an! ſecuring of publick Peace and Unity. 
gol III. Which having diſpatch'd, I ſhall proceed in the 
ern Third and Laſt Place, to conclude the whole, 
with a Word or two, in reference to the Occaſi- 
ant on of our preſent Meeting. | 
= Fit, I am to ſhew, what that Unity is, which 
open the Pſalmiſt here recommends as Pleaſant and Profit- 
nil able. And to be ſure to come within the Senſe and Mean- 
com ing of theſe Words, I ſhall conſider it as generally un- 
De. denſtood in a three-fold Acceptation. | 


ting . For Unity of Judgment in Matters of Faith. 
vet. 34h, For Unity in External Worſhip or Communion- 
Were 3 5 For Unity of Affection, Good-will, and Charity 


„ 
mer Ft, For Unity of Judgment in Matters of Faith. 
two Nocwichſtanding there is a vaſt Difference in. men's 
and Mgments and | Capacities of Apprehending Things 
abſtracted from Matter, That Propoſition oftentimes 
being dark and obſcure to one Man, which to another 

bers, Mpears under all the Advantages of Light and Credibi- 
ciet) ty; yet that every one ſhould be fully determin'd and 
nd in his Belief of the Principles of Religion, is ab- 
Rive Mlutely neceſſary to Salvation. Meh 
e the But to expect this from Men, in Points of meer No: 
hich din and Speculations of Religion, and the Modes of 
Expreſſing themſelves about the Doctrines they heartily 

1 (which indeed, but too often, are the main 


ion Mpicks in debate, and which perhaps, if rightly ap- 


con- Mhended, would be found to mean one and the ſame 
ther Ling, ) is very Unreaſonable and Abſurd, becauſe. 
e not in the Power of Man to Believe or Disbelieve 
ashe pleaſes himſelf, his Underſtanding being limited and 
bound up by the eternal Rules of Truth and Falſhood; 
1. By that is, he can't poſſibly prevail upon his underſtanding. 


* 1 to 


pear, 


($ ) 
to Believe that Propoſition to be True, which he B. 
lieves to be Falſe, nor on the contraty, to acquieſce i; 
that as Falſe, which he Believes to be True: And there 


fore for any Sect or Party of Men to expect a Com 
liance from 'others, in Matters of this Nature, i 


rely the reſult of Fever and Phrenzy, and wid 


Perſons of ſound Health and Judgment will neve 
hope for; becanfe no Man can be obliged to an; 
Thing of impoſſible Performance; as this will ti] 


continue to be, whilſt Men are framed with differen * 


Capacities of Apprehending, and for want of Learn 
ing, and the proper Methods of Enqriry, are Con. 
tent to be Ignorant of What they are nor necefſari) 
bound to know. And twill erer be thought very 
Hard, by all ſober and confidering Chriſtians, tha: 
Men ſhould be perſecuted, and condemned to Fire an- 


Faggot, and all the Torments of a Bloody Inquiſition, | 


meerly becaufe; they can't raiſe their Conceptions ti 
the Standard of thoſe Men's Judgments, who pretent 
to have the Government and Direction of their Con- 
fciences; very Hard, that People ſhould have their Brain 
beaten out, purely becauſe their Heads are not of the 
fame Size with theirs that would beat them out; and 
is. juſt as ridiculous and unreafonable, as it would be 
for a Man to Quarrel with all the People he meet 
with, becauſe they have not the ſame Complexion, 
Fratures, and Symmetry in their Faces, as he has. 
For the moſt. part, Men's Affections do inſenſibly 
govern their Judgments; they are inclin'd to fome Opi 
nions more than to others, either from their Com- 
plexion and Temper, or the Force of Education, or the 
Infinuations of Acquaintance; and not being able to 


Judge of Speculative Points according to the known 
Rules of Arguing, by confidering the Strength and 


Clearneſs of the Evidence on both Sides, and the Con. 


cluſions reſulting from granted Principles, they will 
canſider Things in Groſs only, and fuffer' themſelve: 


to be byaſs'd by the Prejudices of Education, Cuſtom, - 


Converſation, and the like, which we find have * 
might) va 
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erſtanding, to diſtinguiſh and judge of Truth and Error, 
va B 


(9) 
hty Influence upon Men's. Fancies, and 
"= incline them to. approve. of one Party of 


en, and their Opinions, more than others. And 
is is chiefly owing to Men's Fine and want of 
Iderſtanding the Senſe and Meaning of Scripture, 
which ts Fee the Chriſtian Faith, but not all 
the ſame Nature, nor written by one Man, in the 
fame Method and Style, but is filled in ſome places with 
vices and Counſels, in others with Precepts and 
Commands, and in many with Dark and fer 4 
cal Prophecies, full of Figurative Expreſſions, affecting 
h and tumid Metaphors, bold Compariſons, and 
eflive Hyperboles, Aggravarions, and lofty Strains 
YT Oriental Rhetorick, utterly unknown to the Un- 
learned, and not without the utmoſt Pains and Labour 


agquired by the Learned. | 
Beſides, we know in one Church, the People are 
genicd the Uſe of che Holy Scriptures, are forbid to 
d them; and in all others, for want of Parts, and 
OE and Application to Books, Men are gene- 
mlly ignorant, and caſily impos d upon and led into 
the dark ; and many who rehearſe their Creed every 
Bay, yet are Infidels to the Belief of ſome things con- 
ined therein; and although a good Chriſtian, that 
Fartily believes the Scriptures, and ſincerely endea- 
urs to underſtand. them aright, and to lead his Life 
Agcording to them, may be well aſſured, that God will 
ep him from all Errors that are deſtructive. of his Sal- 
vation ; yet becaule Error is ſo various, and ſo many 
w and ſtrange Hypotheſes are daily broach'd, every 
w Book almoſt preſenting us with New Schemes and 
erent Maxims of Theology; I ſay, theſe things 
Ming conſidered, it appears to be as impoſſible, as it 
Hunneceſſary, that all ſhould have the ſame Thoughts 


. and Apprehenſions, and: conceive of all places in the 


SCripruce- after the ſame way and manner. 
& So that till all Men are caſt in the ſame Mould, and 
Fave all equally the ſame Spirit of Knowledge and Un- 


We 


* 
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we muſt deſpair of ever ſeeing Unity in Faith, in thi 
Notion of it, become univerſal ; tho? it will till be f. 


in the beſt and trueſt Senſe, whilſt Men Agree in a! « 


the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faich, which is nv 
a whit alter'd nor the worſe, though a little varied i: 
ſome nicer Speculations, as the Heavens are not le 
Influential, and fo not leſs to be admired, becauſe c 
the vaſt diſproportion of the Cœleſtial Bodies, becauſ: 
one Star d iffereth from another Star in Glory and Magnitude 
The Application of this Point, with reſpe to th: 
Diſputes which divide Papifts from Proteftants, and tho: 
of Proteſtants among themſelves, is obvious. The dif. 
ference betwixt the former lies in the very Eſſential, 
or Fundamentals of Religion, and no Proteſtant can 
ſafely unire with them in their Faith, unlefs they wil 
forfeit their Peace with God and their own Conſcience: 
which ought tobe prefer'd before all otherConfideration; 
The Church of Rome which we have long ſince juſtij 
deparced from, is acknowledged, and unanſwerably 
proved, to be an Idolatrous Church, with which non: 
can ſafely Communicate, but at the hazard of thei. 
Eternal Salvation: The Doctrines that ſhe would im. 
oſe upon us, are falſe and groundleſs, and have not the 
ealt Foundation in Scriprure, being Calculated to ſerv: 

the Ends of Ambition and Covetouſneſs, and which 
Men can never believe, before they have renounce! 
their Reafon and their Senſes, can ſwallow Contra. 
dictions, and are become ten times more the Children 

of the Devil, than they were by Nature. 
So that if any be ſaved in that Idolatrous Church, we 
do nor believe it is for the Goodneſs of that Religion, 
which, ir is plain, lays the moſt baſe and ſervile Yoke 
upon the Souls and Conſciences of Men; but it is fron 
the Goodneſs of God, which makes great Allowance: 
for the Tgnorance and Simplicity of Men's Minds, and 
may probably be induced to forgive thoſe Errors, tha 

they may not be ſenſible they are guilty of. 
ut ſurely that Church can challenge no great Ho 
nour to itſelf, whoſe Members can promiſe themſelve 
| of 
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6d more than a bare Poſſibility of Salvation in it; and 
Wherein nothing but a Man's Ignorance of the Idola- 


of ic, can skreen him from Damnation : For how 


dangerous muſt that Man's Condition be, who conti- 


es in the exerciſe of an unlawful oo at the 
2 time that he believes, and is convinced of it's being 


ach? He can't, moſt certainly, any longer profels ic 


with ſafety, than he is Ignorant of it, or knows nat 
Hat God has provided more rational and juſt Methods 
for his Inſtruction and Salvation, N 
But the Caſe is quite different as to the Controver- 
Ges that are on Foot between Proteſtants themſelves, 
far they are generally about Things of an Indifferent 
Nature, which a Man may Believe or Disbelieve at 
his Pleaſure, and without any Danger to his future 
Happineſs ; No neceſſary Article of Faith, no Funda- 
mental in Religion, no firſt Principle of Chriſtianity, 
which a Man 1s bound to believe as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, is the Subject of their Diſputes, which there» 
fare do not truly and really affect Religion; and whe- 
ther their Notions about them be true or falſe, yet as 
lang as both Sides agree in their belief of all the Ne- 
eeflary Articles of Chriſtian Faith, theſe Controver- 
fies about leſs weighty Points can't prejudice their 
great and mainConcern ; and we are charicably to hope, 
they may at laſt all ſafely come to Heaven, though at 
bent they may differ in their Opinions about the Way 
ticher. 
II. The next ſort of Unity to be conſider'd, is Unity 
at Communion, or Church- Unity; which is nothing 
e but Men's Agreeing to Worſhip God together in 
te ſame manner and Congregation, joining in the 
me Divine Ordinances and Religious Inſtitutions, 
Which are the Badges that diſtinguiſh Chriſtians from 
Mother Sects of Religion; This is what is highly in- 
gumbent upon all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to en- 
13 and what does very much tend to the 
&ood and Proſperity of Chriſt's Church. | 
And conſequently it muſt be no ſmall Trouble, 3 
Nit 5 3 vel 


3 (12 ) 
well as Surprize, to 2 good Man, to obſerve thoſe 
who are united in their Belief of the fame neceſſary and 


fundamental Articles of Salvation, and do agree in the 
ſame common Faith and Effentials of Religion, yet 


dividing. Communion, and ſtanding at a very wide 
and great diſtance from each other in trivial Matters, 


raiſing Storms and Tempeſts about their Heads, from 
little Clouds no bigger than a Man's Hand. Whilſt 
the Worſhip of Papiſts continues to be Sinful and Ido. 
latrous, and it will continue to be ſuch as long as 
with what is good in it, they join ſuch impure Mix- 
tures as the Scriptures utterly forbid, ſuch as the Wor- 
ſhiping of Images and Pictures, Adoring a Wafer, or 
2 Piece of Bread, for God, praying to the Virgin Mary, 


to Saints, and Angels, as Interceſſors with Chriſt, our Twi 


only Mediator and Advocate; I ſay, whilſt Things 
continue thus in the Roman Church, we can't with Safety 
Communicate with it: But all Proteſtants Agree in the 
fame one Object of Divine Worſhip, have the ſame: 


Mediator, obſerve the ſame Divine Inſticutions, with- * 


out any eſſential Change or Alteration, and yet (What 
is ſtrange and almoſt unaccountable) they can't Con. 
ſent to be Uniform in their Approaches to the ſame Di. 
vine Majeſt yy. | 
But the Wonder riſes ſtill higher, if we obſerve with 


what Rancour and Bitterneſs, with what Heat and An- 


moſities, the Controverſies betwixt them, which ar: 
enerally of Things but of an indifferent Nature, an 
cartied on, and blown up to ſuch a heighth, with ſuch 


Names of Reproach; invidious Reflections, and ſca- 


dalous Miſrepreſentations, that-in the midſt of Peace 
and Plenty we ſeem to be in a Poſture of War, and with- 
out the help of Inſpiration, may eaſily foretel the E- 
vent of ſuch diſingenuous Practices, or if we can't, out 


Bleſſed Lord will inſtruct us, That 4 Kingdom divide 


againſt ſelf cannot fand. u DOQU 2145 
No Error has been more common than that of Mil. 
repreſenting the Terms of Religion. The great Prin- 
ciple of Sell. love is apt to precipitate our Judgment ir 
A i ks, he | ſpiritual, 
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pf Rome, who walk thro' the Kingdom in ſeveral Diſ- 


| (13) 

ritual, as well as debauch our Affections in temporal 
Matters: Hence tis no unuſual Thing to obſerve Men 
With a great deal of Warmth and Zeal contendin 

for a profitable Error, whilſt an important Truth, that's 
Hontrary to their Intereſt, can find no Advocate. | 
And thus 'tis eaſie to account for that diſcontent, 
Hatred, and uneaſmeſs that are amongſt Men, that they 
are jealous and ſhy of one another's Company, are un- 
charitable in their Cenſures of each other, and too apt 
impute the Defects of their Underſtandings to the 
perverſeneſs of their Wills, and in a Word, that whilſt 
they ſtrive about uſeleſs and inſignificant Notions, which 
have no tendency to render a Man either Wiſer or Bet- 
ter, they ſo eaſily forget our Saviour's Command, of 
Living one another. 
At can't be deny'd, but that Chriſtianity is the great- 
eſt Security of the Peace and Happineſs of Govern- 
ment, both in its Precepts and Examples, gives the 
ricteſt Commands, and largeſt Encouragement for 
the Preſervation of Unity and Love, amongſt its Mem- 
. that can be: But notwichſtanding all this, Ex- 


rience tells us, that when People are divided into 
Parties and Factions upon the account of Religion, 
Mere's nothing more imbitters Men's Spirits againſt 
* other, divides their Affections, obſtructs their 
and by that means 

Wives the common Enemy too much Advantage 
_ us, and is an Evidence of our Folly, even to 
Degree of Infatuation. 1 Stud £ 
And yet tho'the World be naturally Fooliſh enough, 
t it is not to be ſuppos'd, that meer Folly could carry 
ch a Madneſs ſo far; there is ſome other Cauſe to be 
Jought for, ſomething that lyes behind the Curtain, 
Ad does us Miſchief. in the Dark. 1 mean the ſecret 
Practices of the Emiſſaries and Factors of the Church 


iſes, are an Inſinuating, Cunning, and Dangerous 
rr of Perſons, whoſe Buſineſs is to diſturb us, by 

lowing up the Coals of Diviſion, and becoming In- 
Fo cendiaries 
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cendiaries on both Sides; ſo that without a Miracle 6 


Providence in our Favour, the common Enemy, wh; 

by long Experience knows how to manage our Paſi; 

ons, and to gratify the Inclinations of ſome Men, will h 

able to find their Account therein, by offering Both th 

contending Parties, as a general Sacrifice to the Fury 

that Church, which has been often drunk with the Blu 
the Saints. | | 

For ſince they have little Reaſon to hope either fo 

our Deſtruction by plain and open Force, or fo 
our .Converſion by Dint of Argument and Reaſon, 
they have not unſucceſsfully attempted to bege: 
unnatural Animoſities and Diviſions amongſt us, by 
playing Proteſtants againſt Proteſtants, and puttinę 
them upon the unnatural Method of contending for th 
Faith at the Expence of their Peace, that they migh: 
be unhappy one way or other. 
But tis a Phrenzy, and a fatal Miſtake we are ex. 
pos d to, being in Danger of looſing Bath, by parting 
with One: For Knowledge and Love, when true, de 
ſtill unite, and are Concomitants to each other; 
they are Infinite in God, and inſeparable in every goo 
Chriſtian, who by a juſt Manage and Contemperatior 
of Both, may contend for the Truth, and yet no: 
violate his Charity. 

And tis ſtrange it ſhould be otherwiſe, for Truth 
leaves a ſpiritual Guſt upon the Underſtanding, which 
does mightily influence and incline the Will to every 
Thing that is good; and as Truth is the Object of th: 
One, ſo Goodneſs is the Object of the other; bot 
which do directly tend to Cure our ſowre and ill 
natur d Principles, to make us Happy in both Worlds 


this and the next. 


And altho' Truth be not always Familiar and Obvi- 
ous to every common Enquiry, yet to be ſure, tis not 
to be met with in Thunder and Whirlwinds, clamorous 
Diſputes and furious Zeal, but in ſoft Whiſpers, and 
the ſtill mall Voice of Love, Meekneſs, and Humani- 
ry; the gentler Methods of the Goſpel. Whoever ach 
2 ieibas. RES: upon 


cle 


„ Why 

Paſſi 
vill b 
th th 
ury d 
e Bloc 


er fo: 
or fo 
2aſon 
bege: 
ITY by 
itting 
for th 
nigh: 


e ex. 
irting 
>. 00 
ther; 
good 
ation 
t not 


[ruth 
vhich 
very 
f the 

bot 
1 ill. 
2r1ds, 


Obvi. 
5 not 
Yr ous 
and 
14nt- 
ach 
upon 


(15) 

on leſs generous Principles, and with an implacable; 
tan Spirit, will ſoon betray the Sell. Intereſt 
thar lies at the bottom, and diſcover his Stanchnels in 
the Controverſy, to be wholly the Dreg of Education; 
hk mighty Zeal, the Sowreneſs of a Party; and his 
poblick Spiritedneſs, a thin Diſguiſe for black Deſigns: 
* Tho' ſome may be ſo Sanguine as to Ridicule our 
Fears and juſt Apprehenſions of Popery, when they 
themſelves, at the ſame time, according to the natu- 
ral tendency of Things, are bringing us under its Ty- 
ranny again, by ſpeaking favourably of ir, and making 
ita Gf: and harmleſs Thing ; and are ſo in love with 
their private Sentiments, as to believe there's no ey 
wide Diſtance between the Proteſtant. and Popiſh 
Church, at leaſt, that it is an eaſy Matter to Unite 
in ſome particulars, and to carry on the Diſputes be- 
w ixt them, without Prejudice to Religion in general, 
of Violation of our common Charity; yet I believe, 
as it will be fonnd upon Examination, that there's the 
fame Diſtance betwixt the Popiſh and Proteſtant 
Faith, as there is between Eaſt and Weſt, Heaven and 
Harth, Truth and Falſhood, ſo will ic alſo appear from 
Expcrience, that when Controverſies are ſet on foot 
In behalf of a falſe Worſhip and Religion, as there 
Muſt be ſome private End and Deſign at the Bottom, 
Y will Paſſion be apt to ſlide in under the fair Pretext 
af Truth, lay Claim to Conſcience itſelf, and it will 
Mcome a Piece of Zeal to be uncharitable. | 
= And it often proves ſo difficult a Matter to diſtin- 
. Paſſion and Zeal, that the undiſcerning 
Nultitude, have many times been led blind fold into a 
Eiking of ſome Men's Actions, have adored them as 
Hatriots of their Country, been charm'd with the Vi- 
Hur of their Counſels, and the Fury of their Zeal; 
hen at the ſame time, others of a truer Judgment 
| Be deeper Penetration of Thought, have diſcover d 
Picque and Diſcontent to lie at the Bottom of all, have 
taken notice of private Paſſion and Intereſt lurking be- 
ind the thin Pageantry and Shew of Conſcience, 
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Ce) 
pride and Ambition diſguiſed under the venerah} 
Names of Honour and Publick Spirit, Zeal for 
Party and a Self-Intereſt miſcalled Zeal for Public 


Good, and have heard the Members of the Rome 
Church grievouſly complaining of Perſecution, whe: 


tis merely for want of Power in themſelves to pe: 


ſecute 


Paſſion is as ill 4 Toanſellor in Matters of Relig f 


on, as in thoſe of the State; and when Humor an 
Self-Love engage in the Quarrel, they produce 


World of Miſchiefs, and are like ill Humours in th 4%: 
Body; which make any mall Wound Dangerous, and; wy 


great one Mortal. 

But where Conſcience is really the governing Prin 
eiple in ſuch Caſes, twill exert it ſelf in not ſufferin 
our different Notions to grow up into Perſonal H. 
tred and Animoſities, which, we can't but obſerve, i 
at preſent the too viſible Reſult of an intempera 
Deal, and is ſuch a Prejudice as naturally inflam: 
Men to Revenge, is the Diverſion of ſuch as ridicul 


all Religion, and cauſes ſuch a Languiſhing, and Mi 
ſtruſt in its Principles, as utterly to deſtroy the Practic 


of its Duties. 71 
When therefore Religion is really the Ground o 
any Differences, it will inſtruct Men to behave then 


Felves towards thoſe who differ from them in Opinia { 
or Judgment, with Modeſty and Humility, and wn 


ſuch an univerſal Love and Charity, that though ou 
Opinions ſtill continue divided, yet we ſhall keep or 
Charity entire, and ſo continue at leaſt to be unite 
in Affection, though we can't in Underſtanding: For 
Thirdh and Laith, n St | | 
III. There is an Unity of Love and Charity, to whic 
we are Eternally obliged, whatever Accidental Diff 
rences may happen amongſt us in Matters of Opinion 
tho? it is too often ſeen, that Differences in Men's Judę 


ments do commonly divide them in their Affection 


likewiſe. But when it ſo falls out, that they are Ma 
ters of Religion about which Men diſagree, _ 
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Ine way or other, tho' perhaps not always directly 
Id immediately tend to Salvation, about which every 
e 


is naturally very careful, and would ſecure him- 
f of, by ſuch manner as. he thinks moſt proper, 
ich notwithſtandipg may be falſe and miſtaken; yet 
e Men do it, as tis to be hoped out of meer Con- 
Fern for their Souls, and tis their Misfortune to lye 
under the Prejudices of Education, and a Mifinform'd 
ggment; therefore in ſuch Caſes, we ought to make 
Aloft Allowances for the Weakneſs and Infirmities 
Human Nature, and not ſuffer our Zeal to degene- 
rate into Rage and Barbarity, but ſtudy with Meeks 
eſs ro inform them in the way in which they ſhoald go, 
Whereby we may by degrees help to remove their Mi- 
Makes, and with them their Prejudices againſt us; of 
Which this will be the happy Conſequence, that be- 
Mes a more h-arcy Veneration for the Truth, they 
will be apt alſo to entertain a more ſincere and affe- 
Monate Reſpect for us. Tis not only a Permiſſion, 
bur a Command to Chriſtians, to be zealouſly affected in 
#7 ood Cauſe, and much concerned in every Thing that 
Wires to our well-being hereafter, and to thoſe Means 
Mat diſpoſe and lead us to it here; but they are ex- 
preſly cautioned againſt a bitter Zeal, and a Zeal with- 
ow Knowledge, which is ſo very bad, as to be reckon- 
& amongſt che Works of the Fleſh, and is as eaſily 
Wreovered as any of the reſt; 
A lictle Reflection upon our ſelves, and our private 
Mentions will ſoon reſolve the Point, whether 'tis Ma- 
Rec and Revenge for ſome Injury ſuppoſed or real; 
Whether Diſcontent at our own Diſappointments, or 
Envy at others Advancement; whether it be ſome ſe- 
Set Defign and private End that we diſguiſe with the 
Name of Zeal, or a ſincere Affection to Religion, 
and the Happineſs of our Brethren, that is the ruling 
Winciple within; and if upon ſuch a review, it ap- 
ars to be the Off. ſpring of a private and diſcontented 
Iric, let Men call it what they pleaſe, tis no true 
eal, but the Phrenzy _ Calenture of Religion, 


which 


and orderly Temper, 
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which is directly oppoſite to the meek and pen! 


Temper of the Goſpel, is deſtructive of all ſober Cou 
ſel, and prudent Reſolves, and precipitates Men in: 
thoſe extravagant and unwarrantable Attempts whic 
Religion ſeverely prohibits. 

If the Profeſſion of the Goſpel be not tempered wit 
that gentleneſs and meekneſs of Spirit, which can mal 
Men eaſy. under Oppoſicion, patient of Injuries, an 
ready to forgive; that can ſuppreſs an inſulting Paſl 


on, ſtop the Emiſſions of Anger, and check the in 


petuous Sallies of the Blood; it is a ſign that ic has nc 
had any real influence or change upon our Hearts, th: 
either we are ſtill ignorant of its Peaceful Nature, « 
deaf to its divine Inſtitutions ; which, to be fur: 


whatever Relief or Satisfaction it may bring to a Ma | 
at preſent, does certainly betray him to thoſe futu: + 


Retributions of Vengeance, which are juſtly due: 
ſuch diſguiſed Ignorance, to ſuch inſuperable Obſt 
e _ to thoſe preſent Miſchiefs, which are cauſ 
y botn. 
The holy Pſalmiſt, who inſtructs us from Divin 
Inſpiration, gives us the Character of ſuch, on whor 
the Spirit of God has the moſt kindly influence, the 
are the meek and gentle, thoſe that are meek will he gui 
in Tudgment, and ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he learn 6: 
Way. A meek, humble, and gentle Diſpoſition, is ſoo 
wrought on by the perſuaſions of God's Spirit, an 
will readily receive ſuch Impreſſions as he would in 
print upon it; ſuch Perſons will be guided by his Di 
rections, excited by its Promiſes, and amended b 


Ks Reproots. 


And this will appear in the due regulation of 4 
thoſe Faculties of the Soul, over which Meekneſs hi 
an influence, the Underſtanding, Will, and Affect 
ons: That of the Underſtanding, conſiſts in a plyabl: 


neſs to Conviction, That of the Will, in being go 


verned equally and conſonantly to Reaſon, and thi 
of che Affections, in reducing the Paſſions to a cals 
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And I am fully perſuaded, where Men can thus 
gonquer their Averſions (and all are bound to endea- 
your ic) where they can bring themſelves to this cool 
and ſober Temper, when they can bear a Contradi- 
ion, without flying into unwarrantable Hears and 
Fury ; they will do more Service, and bring greater 
Honour and Credit to Religion, tho? they ſhould hap- 


pen to be in the wrong, than all the Noife and Cla- 


mours that others can make in its Defence, tho' they 


ſhould be in the right: For the Goſpel knows no Heats 
nor Fire, but that which is kindled at God's Altar, thar 
o Love to God, and Charity to our Neighbour, 
which is beſt expreſs'd by Obedience in ourſelves to 
Him, and in our —— to promote the Knowledge 
Him with others, by all Lawful and Prudent Means, 
And thoſe are only to be accounted ſuch, which 
earry Love, Compaſſion, and Sweetneſs with them, 
the genuine Temper of the Goſpel, by which alone 
our bleſſed Saviour oyercame the hardnefs and ſtub- 
born Oppoſition of the Fewiſh Converts, and which 
will ſtill be able to produce the like Effects, as being 
both more ſuitable to that Divine Compaſhon and Ten- 
derneſs, and moſt likely to induce Men to come as 
near it as they can in their Practice. aus 
To diſpute or argue about any Matter in debate, is 
not only Lawful, but ſometimes neceſfary, when Truth 
like to ſuffer by Error, and to be oppreſſed for want 
oF Evidence to reſcue it; but then we are to be huge- 
I cautious, this be done in the Spirit of Love, 
that no Paſſion nor private Intereſt mix it ſelf in the 
Gontroverſy, leaſt while we contend for the Truth, 
we loſe both that and our Peace together. 
It is not ſo much to be conſidered, what are the 
Grounds of Men's Differences and Conteſts in Mat- 
ters of Religion, as what is the Temper with which 
they are managed; Things of great Moment may be 
managed by Perſons of calm and prudent Tempers, 
in ſo ſoft a manner, that none of their Differences ſhall 
able to divide them: And the moſt inconſiderable 


Things 


C 2 


(290) 
Things paſſible, may by the ill-natur'd Sophiſtry o 
angry Men, be raiſed up to ſeem Matters of th: 
greateſt moment: For tis but faſtening an ill Nam 
or an ill Opinion, that will do it: And Controver. | 
ſies ſometimes have been thus unchacicabiy. mana 


ged, and Men's Opinions miſunderſtood, and thei 
Words wreſted to a wrong Senſe, and the Miſtakes d 
a few imputed as the Judgment of a whole Party, an 
all chings put into Diſorder and Confuſion, for wan: 
of Temper and wiſe Management, and an inflexib|; 
regard to the Laws of Juſtice and Charity. 

Theſe two Graces, however not well conſidere 
nor underſtood by Perſons of a fierce and implacabl 
Spirit, will be found to be a Bleſſing, as well as Duty 
of the Goſpel, as they cure our Diſcontents, filenct 
our Quarrels, calm our Paſſions, and free us from th: 
Tortures and Corroſives-of Anger, Jealouſy, and Envy. 


the greateſt Monſter of all, that unnaturally fect: 


upon it felt. | | 

But if we ſuffer the Root of Bitterneſs to ſpring uy 
and trouble us, and when we bite and devour one another, 
we then recede from our Eaſe and Happineſs, we con: 
tribute as much as in us lies, to make our ſelves miſe. 
rable, and when 'tis. too late may repent we hat 
not taken the Apcicie's Advice, who. cautions u 
to take beed, that we be not devoured. of one another; which 
muſt be an Unhappineſs, of all others the mol 
Deplorable, becauſe it renders us ridiculous as well 3 
miſerable, and gives Occaſion to People, inſtead 0 


pitying our Diviſions, to laugh at our Folly. 


2. I come in the next Place to the Second Genera 
of the Text, viz. To, propoſe ſome Methods for the 
obtaining of Concord and Unity, and 1 ſhall inſtanc: 
in theſe: Two, 


I. A ſerious Uniform Practice of our holy Re 
ein.. 0 

II. Contentment and Acquieſcence in our Condit 

on, minding our own Buſineſs, and ain 
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ling in thoſe Things that do not immediately re- 
te late to us. 


. A ſerious Uniform Practice of Religion, is an 


undoubted Method of preſerving Concord and Unity, 


as it teaches the Government both of our Intellectual 
and Bodily Appetices, and inſtructs us to live in the 
World, with an unreprovable Innocence and Virtue. 
Ie is the great unhappineſs of human Nature, to be 
moſt miſtaken in the Things that do moſt nearly con- 
cer it: And hence amongſt the many Expedients 
ropoſed, both by Moraliſts and Divines, for the right 
oemation of the Mind, and the advancement of its 
Virtuous and Religious Diſpoſicions ; we find their 
firſt Atcempt is to correct thoſe Enormities and boi- 
ſerous Paſſions, that are the certain Enemies to all 
Happineſs and ſettled Contentment. 
And this is che very Buſineſs of Religion, which is 


not more reaſonable in it ſelf and greateſt Principles, 


than Important in its Aims and mighty Conſequences, 
bang ſo wiſely adapted for the perfecting of the Hu- 
man Nature in all its Relations and Capacines, that 
makes our Duty to become our Happineſs, and 
difects to ſuch a prudent Manage of our ſelves, 
8 naturally apt to promote à calm and peaceful 
Ne. 

This indeed, is what the great Law of Nature 
prompts every one to, to love his Country and promote 
ns Happineſs, and for his Brethren and Companions ſakes 
tafeck its good. Yet ſince in this depraved and imperfect 
=. we are but too apt to eraſe even the ſtrongeſt 

reſſions of eternal Righteouſneſs, originally ſtampꝰd 
upon the Soul, for the ke of our Profit or our Plea- 
ſure ; therefore beſides the Dictates of meer na- 
tural Reaſon, the All-wiſe God hath thought fit to 


, effabliſh our Obligations of Conformity by the ſevereſt 


Janctions of Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, has 
laid the ſtricteſt Ties on Men's Conſciences to obſerve 


- Fhoſe Homilitical, or Publick Virtues of Converſati- 
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on, which tend to the good of others as well as then 
ſelves, and are the Reſult of that Eternal Reaſo 
that is founded on the Holineſs of the Divine Nature 
Io this Purpoſe, tis obvious to obſerve, what . 
vere Reſtraints Religion lays upon all the unreaſon 
able Luſts and Paſſions of Men, how it reforms all th 
Powers of the Soul, and all the moſt ſecret and ir 
ward Motions that depend on them. How, on th 
one hand, it encourages Induſtry and Diligence in ou 
ſeveral Callings, whereby Wealth, and Riches, an 
Honour are produced, which are the Glory and Bul 
wark of a Kingdom, as thoſe Virtues are of a thrivin 
and multiplying Nature, and the Advantages wherect 
without a Command, are an Obligation. How it re. 
quires Integrity and Faithfulneſs in Men, which ar: 
the beſt Qualifications for Publick Employments, ant 
the trueſt Methods for Preferment. How it teache 
Meekneſs, Humility, and Contentment, which fit Me: 
for Society, and procure Eſteem and Veneration 
Honeſty and upright Dealing, the great Allurement 
to Trade and Commerce; and Juſtice and Charity 
which tye Men faſt together in the mutual Engage 
ments of ſerving and doing good to each other. 
How it recommends a gentle and flexible Temper 
as that which will render them eaſy and acceptab!: 
to their Equals, and diſpoſe them to obey all Law 
Commands of their Superiours. In a Word, how i: 
enjoins the Government of our Bodily Appetites an! 
Paſſions, by the Rules of Sobriety, Temperance, ani 
Chaſtity, which are very Noble and Ornamental Ver 
tues, for if it hates even the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh 
much more does it abhor the Luft that gives the 


% 


Pollution. | 


Now the Practice of theſe, and ſuch like Duties, 


would effectually fecure us from abundance of Miſchich 
and dangerous Confuſions, under which, that State o- 
Nation muſt neceſſarily Sicken, grow Languid, and 
Decay, where they arg not in ſome tolerable meaſun 
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regarded ; nor can we ever hope to be Bleſſed with 
Unanimity in our Counſels, Agreement in our Mea - 
ſures, and joint Endeavours for publick Safety, without 
ageneral Conformity to the Preſcriptions of our Holy 
Religion, which aims at che Good and Happineſs of 
Mankind in all its tendencies, by offering to reſcue 
us, as well from living as periſhing in our Sins. 

This is till capable of farther Improvement, if we pro- 
ceed to conſider, on the other Hand, how great an Ene- 
my Chriſtianity is to thoſe Vices, which are naturally 
and more immediately productive of publick Woe and 
Miſery, as all are, in a higher or lower degree, at one 
time or another. For does not Pride and Luxury firſt 
Bankrupt Men's Eſtates and Fortunes, and then render 
them Uneaſie and Diſcontented, and diſpoſed to Facti- 
og and Sedition? Are not Spight, and Revenge, and 
Jealouſies of each other, the certain and Neceſſary 
Gonſequences of Covetouſneſs, and Ambition, and a 
Narrow Spirit? Do not Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, and 
Violence, beget in the Minds of the Injur'd the keen- 
et Hatred and Reſentments againſt him who dealeth in 

ud Wrath, and put them upon all Occaſions of reap- 
ing their Satisfaction and Comfort in the Retaliation 
the fame or the like Gauling Provocations? Do not 
Uncleanneſs and Debauchery emaſculate the Spirits of 
the braveſt Men, diſarm them of their Courage and 
Strength, lay them open to publick Scorn and Inſults, 
Objects of Scandal and Ridicule? Do Pains and 


Diſeaſes bring a Waſte and Languiſhing upon the Vi- 


tals of the Body Natural, and do not Atheiſm and Pro- 
ene and a contemptuous Violation of the Divine 

s, as effectually Diſſolve and Enfeeble the Conſti- 
eution of the Body Politick? And to add but one more 
to theſe melancholly Views, no ordinary expedient can 
put a =P to the growth of publick Calamities and Evils 
the laſt Importance, where Schiſm, Faction, and a 


NMivate Good have divided a People's Judgment, Aﬀecti- 
ens, and Intereſts, and thereby have given Encourages 
* | ment 
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ment and Opportunities to their Adverſaries, of takin raiſe 
their Advantages. | | leſs F 
And therefore to Advance the Good and Happind Hunte 
of Mankind, which are beſt ſecured in the Beauty, 0: NM 
der and Harmony of Government, Chriſtianity prob never 
bits all ſorts of Vice and Immoralicy, as the Cauſes « II 
publick as well as private Calamicies, and which n imper 
thing can put a ſtop to, but a timely and reſolu = 
breaking off our Sins by a regular uniform Practice th 
undiſguiſed Vertue, without asking our vain Luſts a» expoſ 
exorbitant Paſſions whether they are willing or no. . 
II. Another Method for the Preſervation of Pen 2 of 
and Unity, is Content and Acquieſcence in our lever; t * P! 
Callings and Capacities, not meddling in thoſe Thing Ot 
which do not immediately Concern us, but keepin = 
our Place and Station, and exerciſing ourſelves in th: EP 
Employment to which Providence, or our own Choi: 2 * 
s conſigned us. 5 
Ik gen part of every Man's preſent Happineſs, An 8 
which therefore in the firſt place he ought to be chief => 
concerned about, is the Eaſe and Tranquillity of =: 
Mind, which being an active and buſie Principle, ar Por 
always purſuing ſome Object or other on which to fi | "nl 
all thoſe Diſtractions will neceffarily follow the Choi: — 
of a bad one, which are the conſtant Effects of Curic . 
iſtake. 
2 Man of ſober thinking muſt needs confel . 
the End of Government to be the Preſervation of put Ac 
lick Peace and Order; ſo it requires no great Nice! 1 
of Judgment, to obſerve, that as this End is beſt ſec p 
red by the Sobriety and Diligence of its Membe . 
in the Duties of their particular Callings; ſo that 4 — 
Tumults and Diſorders are the natural Effects of Ide ur 
neſs and Impertinency, and that as there is not a mor oy W 
Miſerable, ſo not a more Dangerous Perſon in the Stat » "op 
than He who is Idle, and neglects the Buſineſs of hi like 
Calling For *tis the Slothful Perſon that is at Leiſur 


* ad 


to contrive Miſchiefs, ſow Diviſions, form * ' 


( 25") 


"takin xe Jealouſies, and poyſon Peoples Minds with ground- 


Jeſs Fears and Apprehenfions ; whereas He who is 


ppine Sontent and Induſtrious in his Affairs, and confines 
ty, O Mind within the Compaſs of his own Sphere, will 
proh Her want Buſineſs enough at Home to exerciſe both 
wc; Thoughts and his Senſes, ro keep Him from the 
ich m pertinent rude Behaviour, of concerning himſelf 
elolu with other Men's Buſineſs ; and ſo conſequently from 
ctice the Danger as well as Scandal, to which they are daily 
ſts ar expoſed, who are Lazy, and have nothing to do. 
no. For ſo I ſhall always judge of that Man, who ha- 
ving no ſettled and lawful Employment for the Exer- 
Pex: eit of his Time and Faculties, or if he has, neglects 
ſever, the: proper Duties of it, and thruſting himſelf into 
Thin: ther Men's Concerns, becomes impertinently Cu- 
eepin Mews in Things out of his Sphere; which is a ſawcy 
in th; and pragmarcical Behaviour, condemned by the Apoſtle 
Choi: under che Reproachful Character of a Buſie-Body, 


who rambles from Houſe to Houſe, is always beating his: 
ſs, ay Head about Politicks, in mending and reforming the 


chief Ste, and in ſpreading and encouraging thoſe Lyes 
of h AA falſe Reports which Idleneſs firſt Invents, and then 
le, an fs into Sedition. ö 


to fr Por that is plainly the deſign of ſuch ſlothful and difs. 


Ohoie Eancented Spirits, who being weary of the Stations in 
Curie Which they already are, affect to be in thoſe for which. 
they are not fit, and wanting Peace and Quiet at 
onſet Meme, they ſpitefully endeavour to prevent and di- 
f pul Mb ic Abroad, thinking to give Proof that they have 
Nice: Mater Abilities than other Men, by ſnewing that they 
- ſec Nie leſs Wit and Modeſty. 
-mbe None can deny, when they fee People to be cap- 
ar 4 ons, and cauſeleſly Angry, making it their Study to 
Ff Ide Perplex their own and other Men's Conſciences, b 
mon Mrrupe Conſtructions of wholeſome Laws and falſe 
„Stn Repreſentations of the moſt glorious Actions, but 
of hi at ic reliſhes ſomething of a Self-Intereſt, and looks 
eiſun liker a Deſign of * than an hearty deſire 
| 2 


+ abs 


artie 
Fall 


* wy \ " | — = N 1 
Fl 4 {58 ).- AM . = i ja þ | £7 
E 8 9 i ="L Cp n l 


= . - = —C "I -- »- 2 ta 
of eds... Bn: os ar « - = 
a 1 — = . e. * 


= = * _ 
3 _— 44 1 LF = 


1 
8 


Lo by 


n 


r 


r 


o * 
- 

T > 4-4 . 

— —-— — 

w—_ * — ANSP 
: 
| 
: 


626) 


of Union, which is equally violated by private Diſc: Mind 


_ tents, and by publick Hoſtilities. Sher 


For how can it be helped, but that Quarrels ar 
Diſſentions muſt enſue, where there is no Order; a 
what Order, whilſt Men break their Ranks, and fn 
glecting their own private Duty, ſpend their Tin 
about Publick Affairs, in ſetting up a Court of Ju! wg 
cacure in their Breaſts, and then terching in all Trag 
actions both at Home and Abroad under its Cogn 
zance; as if every Man had a liberty of doing at 
ſaying even what they luſt, (Pſ. 73. 7.) were under no 
ſtraint, either from Conſcience or Civility, but we: * 
ereated inthe World, as the Leviathan was in the gre 
Deep, only to take their Paſtime therein, and 
make themſelves chearful at other People's Coſt as f 
Sorrow, N. , | 

This, I ſay, can't but ruffle and diſcompoſe t 
Courſe of Things, create Diſturbances amongſt Me 
and is directly contrary to that prudent and gentle M 
nage of our ſelves, which our bleſſed Lord rn: 
commends under the curious Hieroglyphick of a Sers 
and a Dove, and is a tacit exprobration of thoſe per, 
lant and ambitious Spirits, whoſe deſtructive and i He 
natur'd Projects are too plain a Demonſtration, th An 
they have neither the Viſdom of the one, nor the In upon 
cence of the other. | to the 
For certainly were they poſſeſs'd with either, the (Writ 
would find it their Intereſt as well as Duty, to be i Mete 
tent on their own proper Buſineſs, to keep their u Ns, 
tion and Rank, tho ic ſhould not be that of a Genen tim 
or Privy-Counſellor ; and to enjoy the bleſſed -Fru Who t 
of Government, without the Thorns and Vexatid nt 
that are the inſeparable Adjuncts of it. Nee 
And it ſhould ſeem to drag a long Train of Miſchic Jing it 
after it, if the wiſe Conſtitutions of Government, a» Wt it 
uſeful Settlements in Church and State, were preſeni Wt to 
to be ſacrificed co the Scruples and Caprice of ſon Mich 
bold and diſcontented Perſon, who may either be! WMrig 
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Mindfold by miſtaken Intereſts, or for want of being 
Shcerwiſe employ'd, has fall'n into ill Acquainrance, 
3H. ſuffer'd himſelf to be led into groundleſs Preju- 
Mes and Averſions: This would be as abſurd in the 
Practice, as tis dangerous in its Conſequences, and 
that endeavours at it, but miſcarries in the Attempt, 
Will only gain the wretched Satisfaction of falling a 
Sakrifice to his own Folly, and the World will be apt 
to impute his Afflictions to his Vanity, and to con- 
wunde that he merited his Puniſhment before he ſuf- 


fered it. 
And indeed the largeſt Charity would hardly excuſe 


ſo perverſe a Temper, could we poflibly but look in- 
to that World of Miſchiefs, which ſuch Pragmatical 
reward Perſons draw after them, who therefore are 
defervedly avoided by all good Men, as infectious and 
ſeandalous : and by all wiſe Governments puniſbed, as 
Wifare and dangerous. For it has been juſtly obſerved, 
that moſt of your Diſturbances in CHURCH and 
Mer, have owed their Riſe to Perſons of this 
of Character, Envy and Cenſure being the ge- 
ine Off. ſpring of Pride, and Men being too apt to 


and eil e where they cannot imitate. 
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And therefore one would fancy, that Pharaob acted 
upon a very Wiſe Political Principle, tho' ill apply'd 
the Hebrews, when he refuſed ro let them go, and 
Mrifice to their God: For he ſuſpected that their 
Metence to Worſhipping was but to conceal their Idle» 
nets, and that their being /othful in Buſineſs made 
them talk ſo much of ſerving the Lord. 

go chat were there no Divine Command, this is ſuffi- 
e when duly conſidered, to convince Men of the 
Netcility of not going beyond their Bounds, nor med- 
ling in Things too high for them; of being as active 
and induſtrious as poſlible in their own Affairs, but 
not co meddle in thoſe of the Stare and Government, 
Which do not belong to many, and which very few 
ag rightly underſtand; of diſcountenancing all ſuch 
iy D 2 Dexiliſa 
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Deviliſh and ill-laid Projects as tend towards Schiſm a 
Faction, and ſeeking to promote Unity and Conca 
by ſach Rules, as have a tendency thereto, and e 
deavouring by an univerſal Acquieſcence and Conte: e 
in our reſpective Conditions of Lite, an entire Subm 
ſion to the Divine Diſpenſations, and a great Prob 


of Mind, and Holineſs of Life, to obtain that cre 


and happy Temper, that is not only inoffenſive, þ, 


Obliging. 
Having thus diſpatched the two firſt Things prop. 


ſed from the Text, I am in the Third and Laſt Place, 
conclude the whole, in a Word or two, with reteren; ; 


to the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. 


3. It was one of King Solomon's wiſe ſayings, groun| 


ed upon Reaſons of Eternal Truth, and confirmed“ 


the Experience and Obſervation of all Ages, Thi 
when the Righteous are in Authority, the People: 


joyce. A juſt and religious Prince, is certainly t 


greateſt Bleſſing Heaven can in Goodneſs beſto 
upon a People, as He is God's Vice-gerent and . 
preſentative here on Earth, through the Influence 
his noble Example, the God- like Qualities of his Min 


and Coercion of his Excellent Laws, to maintain d 


Order, Equity, Right, and Harmony of the Worl; 


by ſecuring every Man's Property, and protecting 


every. Man's Life, by making the Intereſts of his Pe 


ple his own, and engaging his Power and Authori 2 


tor their Good, by advancing the Honour of Religio: 
and diſcouraging Prophaneneſs and Impiety, by pro 


moting Honeſty, Truth, and Learning, and beatin 


down and exterminating all manner of Vice and In 


morality, and eſpecially that Impudence of Arheiſn 3 


that has given it ſo great a Vogue in the World. 

But this is at preſent the Happineſs of the People 
Great Britain, under the Auſpicious Reign and Admin 
{tration of our Sovereign Lady Queen ANNE, who 


admirable Wiſdom, exemplary - Piety, ſteady Admin! 
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ation of Juſtice, and other Princely Virtues, with 


Which ſhe is Adorned, have better'd the Age ſhe 


Nes in, are an Inſtruction as well as Glory to her Sub- 


jets, and do at once both attract their Love, and ex- 
e their Imitation. 


As no Prince can poſſibly merit a greater Honour, 


than in being heartily Concerned for the Glory of 
God, and the Good of his Church ; ſo to be ſure the 
trueſt Happineſs of a People muſt lie in the free and 
undiſturbed Exerciſe of Religion, and in the quiet 
Poſſeflion of their natural Rights and Properties: And 
both theſe great and noble Ends, are the reſult of that 
Royal Wiſdom and Power entruſted by God to Her 
Majeſty, who in all Her Actions, aiming at Publick 
Good, has taken all the neceſſary Methods that human 
Prudence can ſuggeſt, to drive away and beat down 
Mee on the one hand; and on the other, to keep Po- 
and Arbitrary Power from returning, and giving 
any more trouble, | 

So that now we have a Proſpect of a long and laſt- 
g continuance of our Holy Reformed Religion, 
the free and undiſturbed Execution of Laws, and 
therewith of all true and deſirable Liberty. 

And ſince Things are thus diſpoſed and brought to 
pals, by the Divine Wiſdom and Determination, that 
may be very happy if we will ourſelves, we ought 
be very Careful, that we do not, by our Factions, 


contents, and Unchriſtian Diviſions, diſturb ſo 


flopriſhing and well-ſettled a Government, nor diſ- 
compoſe the Reſt of ſo Excellent a Queen, who by 
her great Wiſdom and indefatigable Induſtry has given 
Peace and Quiet, and thereby ſeems to have de- 
Tied an additional Title to that Auguſt Throne, 
which now ſhe fills with all the Worth and Luſtre, 
that can poſſibly render à Prince both Great and 
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And if we think it a Happineſs to live under fu; 
a Queen and Government, let us improve it tot 
Nobteſt and Higheſt Ends we are capable of acraini: 
to, - ſtudying in our ſeveral Stations and Places, 
worſhip God, as we may, with Order, Decency, 3: 
.Uniformity; to behave ourſelves with an entire Ob 
dience to her Majeſty's juſt Laws, and the moſt pr; 
found Reſpect and Veneration to her Sacred Pe. 
fon ; and by an unanimous Agreement and go. 
Will amongft ourſelves, ' proſecuting our One Genen 
and Publick Good, that our Enemies may take noti; 
of our Unanimity and Zeal for common Safety, and! 
convinced, we are Reſolved to be Happy, and at th 


ſame time that they envy the Safery, they may 


dazzled at the Glory of the Nation, and whilſt the 
grieve at the Eftabliſhment of Religion, may be cor 
founded wich its Luſtre, that ſo our Conſtitution bot 
in Church and State may deſcend pure and entire 
our lateſt Poſterity, and by them be received accorl 
ing to their Worth and Excellence. | 
And to theſe Endeavours, ler us join our goo 
Wiſhes, that our Gracious Queen may ſtill continy 
to Reign in the Hearts of her Friends, and to tramp! 
un the Necks of her Enemies. That the Almigbi 
would ever guard her Sacred Perſon, and prop: 
her pious Deſigns both ac Home "and Abroad, thx 
neither Faction nor Irreligion may lurk among u 
to diſturb the Peace of the State, or the Harmony 
the beſt Eſtabliſh'd Church in the World. 
- >Tis almoſt demonſtrably true, that nothing cn 


Now; in all human probability make us unhappy, br D 


our own imprudent Diviſions and Animoſities, 0 
which we have been frequently Admoniſhed, an 
warned againſt from the Throne, both by our preſer 
Sovereign, and our -late+ glorious Deliverer, Kin! 
William of Immortal Memory, and by both exhortt 
moſt pathetically to that Peace and Unity amon! 
ourſelves, which alone can protect us from 12 an! 
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defeat the Attempts, and Deſigns of the Pre- 


Kipgdoms in the moſt Serene and Iluſtrious Horſe of 
0 . 1 

ir it neither Admonitions nor Conſiderations will 
Work upon us, but we will be ſtill Cenſuring and 
thinking hard of one another, will be diſtinguiſning 
Partics by Names of Reproach and Ignominious 
Characters, if there be any found to obſtruct publick 
Good from a private Reſentment, and Revenge perſo- 
nal Diſcontenc upon the general Tranquillity, what 
can be the Iſſue of ſuch imprudent Doings, but the 
Rein of the Community, by bringing all thoſe 
s upon us, which the Enemy deſpairs of doing 
without us. 

And therefore as we regard the Glory of God, the 
Honour of the Queen, the Proſperity of our Country, 
the Security of our Proteſtant Worſhip, and the Prof- 
petity of our Government, let us lay aſide all our 
Heacs and Animoſities, and Sacrifice private Picque, 
and private Intereſt, ro publick and general Peace and 
Safety. | 

To this end, let us bear with one another's Infirmi- 
ties; let as give ſome Allowances to the Weakneſſes 
thoſe who are miſled by the Force of Education, 
and the Byaſs of vulgar Prejudices. Let us ſtudy to 
gain upon one another by Gentleneſs and Meekneſs. 
us have the Horrors of an Inquiſition, Fire, and 
Scher Cruelties of Popery more in our Thoughts, and 
from thence be excited to unite againſt our common 
Banger, and not be ſtill quarrelling about ſome leſs 
Effential and Important Matters. 


In a Word, let us be careful to ſend up our moſt 
fervent and Affectionate Prayers to the Throne of 
Grace, for the long Life, Health, and Happineſs of our 
Meen, beſeeching God that all her Juſt and Honou- 
maple Deſigns may ever be Succelstul, for the Glory of 

8 God, 
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10008 That ſne may live to be the Preſerver of our Libeq 

WH and Property, as well as the Defender of our Faith ay 

1106 Church; and, after a Late and Happy Reign he 
| may be received up to Reign with God in Eten 
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Glory. Amen. 
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